
The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, England 
and the NW Highlands Geopark, Scotland

Join an enthusiastic group of teachers, students and 
enthusiasts 

The birthplace of modern geology, the United Kingdom offers an amazing 
glimpse into incredible geology and geological history.

This eleven-day (10 night) field experience will take you to the famous Juras-
sic Coast World Heritage Site in Dorset, England and to the stunning and 
remote North West Highlands Geopark in Scotland.

The first half of our trip will be on the Jurassic Coast of Dorset: a hugely 
diverse and beautiful landscape underpinned by incredible geology of global 
importance. In 2001 it became a World Heritage Site. 
The second half takes us to Scotland and the North West Highlands Geopark 
where we see rocks that span two thirds of the Earth’s history and which were 
instrumental in major geological discoveries in the 19th Century. 
Both of these locations are renowned for their stunning scenery, wildlife and 
history. Time is allowed to enjoy the views and visit places of interest within 
our packed itinerary.

US$2,895*
(Does not include airfares to/from UK)

Geology of the UK
 18-28 July 2022GEOetc LLC and Geofieldwork Ltd lead...



Day one - Arrival in UK - Heathrow / Gatwick.  Transfer to hotel accommodation in Swanage, Dorset - 3 hours drive 
approx.  Introductions and a short trip to Durlston Head to enjoy the views and see the famous stone globe, carved from 
local Portland Limestone.

Day two - The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
AM - field excursion to Lulworth Cove  - 7 km coastal walk / stromatolites and fossil forest, shallow-water limestones, 
shales and evaporites, structural geology, amazing coastal scenery PM - field excursion to Durdle Door, 2km coastal 
geomorphology at its finest!  EVENING - an optional evening excursion to see the Keates Quarry dinosaur trackway and 
see glow-worms (bioluminescent beetles) in nearby Seacombe valley, followed by a visit to the Square and Compass pub 
in Worth Matravers - one of the best and most unique pubs in the UK and one of the few that has it’s own fossil museum! 
This involves a short 15 minute drive plus a 2km walk.

Day three - The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
AM - field excursion to Kimmeridge Bay - 2km coastal walk / deep water clays, shales and dolomite, low-angle thrust 
faulting, the longest producing oil well in the UK (50+ years!), and The Etches Collection Museum. Lunch in local cafe. PM 
drive to Lyme Regis (90 minute drive) via  Chesil Beach at Abbotsbury - 1km walk / swash-aligned ice age barrier beach 
14 mile long, 

Day four - The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
AM and early PM - a day exploring the Lower Jurassic limestones, marls and shales between Lyme Regis and Char-
mouth, including the Black Ven landslide.  2 km walk with visits to the Jurassic Coast centre at Charmouth and a visit to 
the Lyme Regis Museum and the story of Mary Anning.vPicnic lunch on route.

Day five - William Smith sites and Roman Bath
Departure from Lyme Regis and drive to Bath via the Dundas Aqueduct on the Kennet and Avon Canal.  The aqueduct is 
adjacent to a canal junction with the now abandoned Somerset Coal Canal. The Somerset Coal Canal was built around 
1800 and has important geological connections via one of the engineers involved in its construction.  The engineer was 
one William “strata” Smith and it was his observations of the geology of this area that helped inspire his famous first geo-
logical map.   Spend time in Bath with an opportunity to see the Roman Baths or Bath Abbey.

Day six - Cross Country Drive - Birthingham to Inverness
See the changing country side as we drive up into Scotland.  Visit Hadrians Wall at Housesteads.  Arrive at Loch Ness in 
the late evening.

Day seven - Moine Thrust and NW Highlands GeoPark.
Depart Loch Ness and drive across Scotland to Ullapool, check in to the hotel in Ullapool midday.
Drive to Knockan Crag to see the famous exposure of the Moine Thrust, followed by a visit to the NW Highlands Geopark 
visitor centre at Unapool. Talk by Dr Laura Hamlet, Co-Ordinator for the UNESCO NW Highlands Geopark.

Day eight - Coastal exploration
Depart Ullapool and drive to Lochinver via the coastal road - amazing views of the landscape, wildlife and geology at 
numerous places en route. Lunch in the famous Lochinver Pie Shop. Continue westwards to Clachtoll to see the uncon-
formity between the Lewisian Gneiss and Torridonian Sandstone and the Stac Fada meteorite impact site. Finish at Stoer 
Lighthouse - chance to see whales and dolphins whilst rock collecting in some exposures of glacial till.

Day nine - Coastal exploratioj - caves, beaches 
Depart Ullapool and drive north to Scourie, Loch Laxford and Badcall - frequent stops to see incredible exposures of the 
Lewisian Gneiss, Sourie Dykes, Torridonian Sandstone, Cambrian Quartzite and amazing views of the coastal and moun-
tain scenery. Continue drive northwards to Durness to see the outcrop of the Durness Limestone and visit Smoo Cave

Day ten - Siccar Point visit
Depart Ullapool and drive to Edinburgh. Later afternoon drive to Dunbar and to Siccar Point to see James Hutton’s 
famous unconformity - a true Mecca to geolgists worldwide and a fitting place to finish the trip. There is about 3km of walk-
ing to a view of the unconformity from the cliff top. One can descend a steep cliff path, rough underfoot and quite vertigi-
nous in places, to get to sea level and to touch the rocks!

Day eleven - Departure day
Depart Edinburgh Airport

Trip ITINERARY*



Trip Leaders

Gary Lewis is the President of GEOetc and a passionate Earth science communica-
tor.  His speciality is the communication of geological processes to teachers, students 
and the general public and the operation of programs that raise the awareness of Earth 
science at an international level.  He is a trained geologist - with an honors degree in 
Geology from the University of Sydney - and a K-12 teacher.   He has worked in Earth 
science outreach in Australia and the USA and run trips for teachers to Hawaii, Iceland, 
Australia and other destinations since the 1980s.   He is the author of over 30 Earth sci-
ence teaching resources.    

Want more information or make a reservation?

Contact Gary Lewis on:
Email:   gary@geoetc.com
Call :   207 693 8501 (US Eastern Time) 
 

Price
US$2,895*

                           US$500 Deposit is required with registration.  See the refund policy details online.

* Please note that this is our best estimate of the price of the trip based on current pricing and exchange rates.  We reserve the right to adjust the price 

once the final costs are known 11 months prior to departure.

Barry Cullimore is the Director of Geofieldwork Ltd and an experienced teacher of geol-
ogy, geography and outdoor education. He has a degree in Geology and Geography 
from the University of Exeter, UK and studied for a PhD at St Andrews University in 
Scotland. The PhD is still unfinished but the time in Scotland was otherwise well spent 
by using every possible opportunity to explore, hike and climb in the Scottish High-
lands!
He has worked for the British Geological Survey, is a qualified teacher and has 30+ 
years of experience leading geography and geology field study groups in the UK and 
Europe.

Trip Details (the fine print)
• Price does not include flights to/from the UK.  Please do not book any flights or make any travel arrangement 

until the trip and your place on it has been confirmed.  We will send you details of arrive and departure dates 
and time as early as possible.

• Transport is in vans.
• Accommodation is in shared hotel rooms (2-3 people a room).  There may be some shared bathrooms.
• Price includes breakfasts and two dinners.  Lunches and other dinners are not provided.  
• The trip is open to all teachers and their familes (18 yrs and older only).  Family members have to stay and 

travel with the group. Use of private or hired vehicles by participants during trip is not allowed.
• Be aware that this trip involves hiking so you should be moderately fit and have no medical condition that pre-

cludes you from participating.  
• Refund policy.  Trip payment (including deposit) is fully refundable minus a US$50 administration fee up till 

COB on October 31,  2021.  Cancellations between November 1, 2021, and February 1, 2022, will forfeit the 
deposit (US$500). Full payment is due before February 1, 2022.  There are no refunds after February 1,  2022. 
It is a condition of registration that you take out travel insurance to cover cancellations due to health or other 
circumstances.  GEOetc LLC nor its partners will not be held liable for any costs incurred for trips postponed or 
canceled due to events beyond our control.


